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Looking to the future (BLUF)

Existing Library Facility 
• Year originally built: 1960 
• Became a library: 1978
• Additional space: 2002
Gross Square Footage: 13,558 
Parking: 65 total spaces and 
filling up regularly

Patrons are using the library in 
new ways and the new building 
will reflect that.

New library to be built
Required Gross Square Footage: 
32,551
• Parking: 79 spaces 
Additional space for:
• Conference/study 

rooms/general seating
• Media Lab/Innovation 

Center/other programming
• Offices and workrooms
• Collections 

(Books/Periodicals/AV/etc)



Developed Requirements for the 
Middletown Public Library (MPL)

Current Status
• MPL has maxed out on space.
• It is overcrowded, with most space 

devoted to shelving for physical collections 
and computers

• More parking spaces are needed
Future needs
• Library services have universally changed 

dramatically. 
• Activities and programs are continuously 

expanding.
• Libraries function as gathering places for 

lifelong learning 
• No longer just about storage of physical 

collections
• Increased space requirements for meeting, 

learning, activities, and associated 
workrooms and storage are reflected in 
this assessment



The Area Descriptions summary on page 11
is followed by a detailed description of each area’s requirements

Example of Detailed Requirements for Youth Services



New library space reflects an increase in 
the importance of meetings and activities



Appendix: Survey of 
MPL Library Customers

Middletown Demographics (2020 Census)
• 6804 households/ 17,075 residents
• 18.8% under 18
• 19.7% over 65
• 93.7% high school graduates
• Per capita income $43,766
• 42% have a library card!
Conducted Survey of Library patrons (included 
as Appendix A):
• Attendees’ use of MPL and other libraries
• Favorite and least favorite aspects of MPL
• Difficulties accessing or finding spaces or 

services
• Suggested improvements
• The library’s role in the community

Example question from the survey
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